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The Earth Summit, held in 1992, was the
launching pad for numerous important
environmental treaties and other initiatives.
Today, on the verge of the Rio+20 Summit,
we have occasion 1o celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the Rio Conventions (of which
the CBD is a part) as well as the Keidanren
Committee on Nature Conservation (KCNC).
Looking back, it is appropriate to note our
accomplishments. However, it is also
important to be aware of what remains to be
undertaken. KCNC and the CBD have both
done much to raise the awareness of the
business sector regarding the ecological
problems facing the earth. This is essential as

the business community is at the root of the
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Dr. Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias
Executive Secretary
Convention on Biological Diversity

problem, but is also at the heart of the
solution. As we move forward, we must
redouble our efforts to help businesses
understand the immediate environmental
challenges and take concrete steps to
implement solutions. Some progress has
been made, but we do not have another 20
years to continue with business as usual. It is
important to understand that this is not a
choice between ecology and economy, as the
two must go hand in hand. The TEEB report
notes that working in an ecologically
sustainable manner does not result in
economic disadvantage. On the contrary,
there are numerous examples of companies
that have taken such steps and have seen
their bottom lines improve. If we want our
planet to survive, and the business
community to thrive, then we have to ensure
that the tools are available to help business to
move forward sustainably. We will continue to
collaborate closely in this endeavour through

the activities of our national (Japan Business

(2011&12?1-%5%5

and Biodiversity Partnership) and international
(Global Partnership for Business and
Biodiversity) platforms designed to help
businesses work towards a "green”

sustainable future.
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