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A Tribute to Mr. Masatoshi Sato, a champion for

[UCN’s work on Disasters

It is with great sadness that IUCN announces the
passing away of Mr. Masatoshi Sato, who had been
the Chairman of Keidanren Committee on Nature
Conservation since 2012. The Committee has been a
Member of IUCN since 1996 and kindly hosted and
supported IUCN Japan project office until March 2015.
The Committee’s Trust Fund finances IUCN’s critical
work on biodiversity conservation and protected area
management in Asia. Under Mr. Sato’s leadership
the financial support extended to helping IUCN
coordinate its emerging work on ecosystem based
disaster risk reduction from 2011 to 2014, globally.
Mr. Sato highlighted the need for investing in nature
based solutions for disaster risk reduction in various

international events organised by IUCN and partners,
including at the 1st Asia Parks Congress (2013) and The
3rd World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (2015).
Additionally, he strongly supported the [IUCN Union’s
capacity and knowledge development on disaster
management. Mr. Sato was also the Senior Corporate
Adviser of Sompo Japan Nipponkoa Insurance, Inc.
and as such an advocate for greater involvement of the
insurance sector in this area of work. With his warm
personality, friendly approach and a strong commitment
to contributing to reducing peoples’ vulnerabilities to
disasters and protecting the world’s biodiversity, he will
be sadly missed by many of us. (IUCN CEM Ecosystem
News - December 2015)
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