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| Ms. Elizabeth Maruma Mrema

CBD Acting Executive Secretary

As we welcome the New Year, | would like to take the
opportunity to celebrate the 10-year anniversary of the
historic UN Biodiversity Conference (tenth meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity - COP-10) which took place in Aichi-Nagoya,
marking the adoption of the current Strategic Plan for
Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its twenty Aichi Biodiversity
Targets, together with the adoption of the Nagoya
Protocol on Access and Benefit-Sharing, and the launch
of the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity.

| wish to recognize the contributions of Keidanren to

the implementation of the Convention on Biological
Diversity, including the Keidanren Nature Conservation
Fund that supported nearly 1500 projects in developing
countries and in Japan. Keidanren’s leadership was also
instrumental in the launch of the Global Partnership for
Business and Biodiversity at COP-10, driving the efforts
of the private sector in mainstreaming biodiversity into
economic sectors and associated policies and guidelines
in the last decade.

2020 is set to be a “super year”, as world leaders are
slated to take key decisions on the environment, climate
and sustainable development. These decisions will set
the agenda for the next decade and beyond and ignite
the transformational changes required to safeguard the
future for people and all life on Earth.

With the current Strategic Plan for Biodiversity coming
to an end, the Parties to the Convention are currently
working with partners and stakeholders to forge a new
global biodiversity framework that is expected to be
ambitious and bold in order to revert the current state of
biodiversity loss. Our success depends greatly on our
ability to engage with different stakeholders. The private
sector has a critical role to play. Only by rethinking

our business models, by shifting to sustainable ways

of production and consumption, and by re-orienting
economic development towards an economy that
considers our ecological boundaries, will we be able to
halt and reverse the current trends on biodiversity loss
and safeguard our future.

| would like to thank Keidanren for the continued support
to the biodiversity agenda and | am certain that its
leadership will contribute greatly to an ambitious post-
2020 global biodiversity framework and its effective
implementation.
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A “super year” to safeguard the future for people and all life on Earth
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JLXN - THET - uNA
Dr. Grethel Aguilar Rojas
IUCN’s Acting Director General

2020 is going to be a ‘super year’ for nature, setting the scene
for a decade of unprecedented collaboration between all
sectors of society to effectively address our global challenges
with renewed commitments for biodiversity conservation and
nature-based solutions.

Building on the tremendous work that the Keidanren Nature
Conservation Fund (KNCF) and other IUCN Members

have carried out around the globe to support conservation
actions, the year 2020 and indeed, the coming decade, is an
opportunity to better equip ourselves for a sustainable future.
IUCN would like to see nature-based solutions at the centre of
the sustainability pathway.

IUCN has defined nature-based solutions as “actions to
protect, sustainably manage, and restore natural and modified
ecosystems that address societal challenges effectively and
adaptively, simultaneously providing human well-being and
biodiversity benefits.”

This definition means that, underpinned by healthy ecosystems,
nature-based solutions can help us move towards a low-carbon
economy (by mitigating carbon emissions) , while addressing
the pressing challenges that we face, such as climate change
adaptation. These solutions are not just good for nature

and climate, they are good for people too. The IUCN work
supported by the Keidanren Committee has shown exactly
this: that ecosystem-based disaster risk reduction works and
contributes both to conservation and development goals.

Demand for nature-based solutions has indeed grown in the
last years. Governments increasingly recognise that healthy
ecosystems - for example, well-managed mangroves, forests
and peatlands as well as green spaces in urban areas - offer
means to tackle to climate change, while supplying other
benefits, such as greater water security, food security and
green jobs. While there is still much work to be done, two-
thirds of those countries supporting the Paris Agreement now
include such actions in their national climate strategies.

IUCN will launch a Global Standard for Nature-based Solutions
at the 2020 IUCN World Conservation Congress, taking place
from 11-19 June in Marseille, France. There, IUCN will have a
chance explore how, as a Union, it can help scale-up nature-
based solutions as part of an ambitious agenda to contribute to
sustainable development between now and 2030.

From Heads of State to indigenous peoples, business leaders
to civil society organisations, all of the stakeholders at the
IUCN Congress will be encouraged to further their commitment
to sustainable development. Business, in particular, has an
important role to play. Whether it is adopting best practices

to accelerate their company’s transformation to a low-carbon
model or joining other forward-thinking companies to champion
nature protection, leading business organisations serve as a
beacon for decision-makers and society in general.

The Keidanren Committee on Nature Conservation is one such
example. As IUCN’s first not-for-profit business organisation
member, the Keidanren Committee will be a key partner at

the IUCN Congress Business and Nature Hub, sharing its
experience and demonstrating that, collectively, we can all
make a difference.

1.The IUCN resolution defining nature-based solutions can be found here -
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2016_RES_069_EN.pdf
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A decade to deliver nature-based solutions
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